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ARG. In other words, you mean that all the know-
ledge in the world is contained in your head and that
you profess to know more than all the great doctors
of our time.

BER. In speech and in action your great doctors are
entirely different persons. To hear them talk they
are the cleverest people alive ; to see them act they
are the most ignorant of all men.

AEG. Humph ! You are a great doctor, I see, and I
should greatly like to have one of these gentlemen
here to refute your arguments and silence your
cackle.

BER. Brother, I do not presume to attempt to combat
the science of medicine; every one may believe
what he pleases at his own risk and venture. What
I have said is but between ourselves. I should like
to have been able to convince you of the error of
your ways, and to amuse you by taking you to see
some of Moliere's plays on this subject.

ARG. Your Moliere is a very foolish fellow with his
comedies; and, to my mind, it is a sorry joke to
caricature worthy people like doctors.

BEB. It is not doctors he makes fun of, but the
absurdity of physic.

ARG. It is a very fine thing for him to set about put-
ting the faculty to rights; he is just a simpleton, a
silly ass, to make game of consultations and pre-
scriptions, to attack the body of physicians and put
on his stage such venerable people as these gentle-
men.

BEB. Whom would you have him depict there if not the
various professions of men ? Princes and kings are
taken off every day, and they are of quite as good
family as doctors.

ABG. Now by all the powers ! Were I but a doctor
I would have my revenge on him for his imper-
tinence ; and, when he came to be ill, I would leave
him to die unaided. He might say and do what-
ever he liked, I would not prescribe him even the